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FAREWEL tw POPERY, 
1 N 

A Letter to Dr. Niqbolus, Vice- 

Chancellor of Oxford, and Warden of 


New-Colle from is, H. M. D. 7 
Fellow of th the ſame Colledge, oe 


STR, 
4 HOUGH I was not ſo happy to 
live under your Govermwment, and 
thereby 45 4 ſo gear a proſpect 
of your Merit 2s my.# Fellow Col- 
legrates, 2 ofcen told me they 
do; rH, ſame. of your worthy 
245 — to the good.of our 
Univerſity, and beſt. eſtabliſhment 
and Yirtze together, have — yon 1— 
even where you may leaſt imagine: Aud if 1 
ſhould here take occaſion, or preſume to ſpeak 
of the Pity of your Zi/e , She Selianeſs. of your 
Tad 


. Ps 1 


029 
Judgment, the Gravity of your Perſon, or your pre- 
dent Conduct in all particulars of your Government, 
I muſt quite lay afide my intended deſign, and 
write a Volum on purpoſe, 
Therefore only Congratulating the diſcreet 


choice of our Univerſity and College, in à Perſon 
ſo fitted for the goverament of both, and deſiring 


your favourable conſtruction of What write, fhall 
endeavour to make them both ſome amends for the 
ſcandal I may perhaps have occaſioned by my in- 
diſcreet conduct in mattexs of Religion: Such as give 
a publick Scandal ſhould do a publick Penance ; and 
I'm contented. to undergo it, as Jam ſure I muſt, 
in the AMallcious cenſures Of Roman · Catholicks , for tis 
very well worth the while to endure that, and 
much more. for the diſcharge of a god m_— 
which is all I chjefly aim at in this matter, though 
indeed "twill be a comfortable addition too, that 
ſhall be fully reſtored to the good Opinion of 
thoſe, among whom I was fir(t ang, beſt, Prig- 


elpled. 


Nor can I at all doubt this laſt good effect, if I 
either conſider the real Innocence of my actions, te- 
lating to Rebjg10n, or the goodueſs and well-wiſbes that 
{ have"bees often told my Fellow-Collegiates ha ve all 
along expreſt towards me. | 
My own Innocener wl, I hope, ſufficiently ap- 
pear by giving the world à clear and true account 
of the firſt motives of tny favouring the Popiſh way, 
my behaviour ſince I eſpouſed their Cauſe, and hat 
reaſons have induced my: judgment to fix again upon 
the d foandation: This I ſhall do with much fin- 


cerity 


—— x ͤ 
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cerity and cander, and (hall ſpeak the utmoſt truth 
— to the beſt of my memory, and the faith- 
fuleſt information my own (onſerernce can give 
me. 

'Twill ſeem very ſtrange that too much Charity & 
Submiſſion (hou'd happen to drive a-man head-long 
into the moſt Uncharitable and Froudeftl Church in the 
World; and yet ſo it was with me. You know, 
Sir, that our College has had the fortune to retain 
greater and more lively Afemorials of Popery in 
Statues and Pictures on the Gates, and in the Chap- 
pel, than any other throughout the Univerſity. 
Thoſe fights did often put me in mind of that Re- 
ligion, and finding the beſt Divines of the Chorch 
of England unanimouſly agree that thoſe Saper- 
flitions with many others, had prevailed over the 
World at leaſt a thouſand years before the Refor- 
mation, it ſtrack my bart with a great deal of com- 
54 and made me often wifhithat Roman Cat ho- 
ticks were in the right, and we in the wrong, that 
the more People might thereby be ſaved. This 
Charitable confideration did by degrees work further 
and further; but before ever I ſaw any one of 
that Perſwaſion, or read any one of their Books, 
did long to be Convinced that they were in the 
right way, for the ſake and general good of Man- 


kind: So that by mere chance lighting upon a 


Popiſh Book in one of our Chambers, I opened ir 
with all the haſt and greedineſs in the world, and 
read it with as much joy as if Thad found a Treaſure 
beyond value. I was impatient to be drawn from 


the Boot, either by Prayers, Meals, Viſits, or any 
other 


(4) 
other accident: It over-joy'd me to fiad that they 
had ſome .Argwments on their ſide; and by that 
time I had got half way in the Book, I turn'd a 
Zealous Champion for them , took their part vigo- 
rouſly whereſoever I chanced on, or could make 
an occalionz and from that time was perfectly 
deaf to any thing that could be ſaid againſt them, 
by the beft wit or judgment that either College or 


Univerſity could oppole me with in private Con- 


verſation. Now that which amazes me ſome- 
times, is, that I could poſſibly have ſuch a ten- 
dency of ſpirit , ſo —— an impulſe on my «ffettions, 
notwithſtanding that 1 had not one Relation in the 
World, not one Friend or Acquaintence of that Per- 
ſwaſion I ſo ſtrangely _ And conſidering 


* how innocently I was deluded, upon no worſe A- 


tive than too much Charity, I can promiſe my ſelf 
the eaſier Reconcilement to all ſuch as have been 
ſcandalized at me upon the account of Religion. 
And as Charity had this influence upon me, ſo I 
hope I can in ſome ſincerity ſay that a little Ha- 
mility incident to my natural temper, made me 
think it Dazy and Conſcience to follow the guidance 
of thoſe God had placed over us in matters of Re- 
ligien: And for that reaſon was ever very. Zealaus 
for the Autlority of the Church of England, ſo far 


that I thought any little breach of the Canons and 


Conſlitutions to be a kind of Sacrilege, This tem- 
per made me the fitter to be workt upon by a Ro- 
miſh Book , called the The Guide in Controverſies , 
eſpecially the 5th, part being a Vindication of the 
Council of Trent. About this time I hapned to 

receive 
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receive.much encouragement to proceed in leaving 
my Callege , far cake & che Religion | was ſo wholly 
bent 997 om the Diſcourſes and Example of 


Mr. E. of Magdalen College , 2 moſt ingeniow and 
honeft Aan, whom I can never but have a particular 
reſpect for, becauſe I know he had no manner of 
temporal motive to quit his All, be ſides the greſarus, 
tion of a goed. Conſcience. He meant well, I zeall 
thiak, both tome, and in what elſe he gave of« 
fence ; therefore } (ball never tax him i fog 
what he meant b, but with him hears! well, 
though I imagine him to be gone beyond all reach 
of hopes of auy returs to the (urch he was born 
In. 

Whatever was the matter, tis very true that 
I was, wound up to ſo, high a Z % in thoſe days, 
that if I can now gueſs;at, or femember the Cen- 
/titution then of my , I could have choſen to 
have beg'd my Bread, or undergone any manner 
of ABN in that * rather r * 

ve enjoyed the geeataelt plenty imaginadle (the 
Enpizesf henry, T did not forbeae frequently to 
ſay) continuing a Proteſſ ant. 

And this Zea made me exttaordinaty deſitous 
of Trevelling abroad, that I might the better fee 
the Church in its Glory, ag well as in its grger colours: - 
Frence was the place I ſoon fixt in, and I am very 
glad Idid (a, becauſe I conceive the Gollicen Church : 
to he the belt Prixcipled in Government, & the maſt 
moderate of any that ave Roman-Cathilick. TJanſenins 
an exemplary good Man, has there a great many 


followers, who ſtoutly maintain the caule of Vi- 
tue 
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rac ind good Life, againſt the N contrivances 


Kion. As for the ppe- 
eulative points in difference between thoſe that are 
called Fanſeniſts and the Jeu, I never concerned 
my ſelf about them; only I obſerved the Tanſeni/ts 
to be Men beartily diſpoſed to reform peoples lives 
to the antient diſcipline of the Church, and, who 
thought nothing roo much to work a real Conver- 
fion of the ſoul to God in 4 virtuous good life; 
whereas Jever conceived the Jeſaitꝭ to be the moſt 
ſubtle, ſlie, undermining Generation that ever I 
ſaw. I don't know what's the matter, but when- 
ever I ſaw a Jeſuite, 1 I perceived ano- 
ther ſort of Man-kind different from the, reſt ; 


of the Feſvits and their Fa 


they had a more mts we Agree than othets; 
Habit that conduced to. work 


whether it were their | ucec 
in me this opinion, or what it was, I can't imagine 


but ſoit was, that I often expreſt my ſelf to, that 


pur pole, even among K. Catholicks. | 
In thoſe years I ſpent at Pars, I muſt confeſs I 


had no ſersples in Religion, but went on and did as 


my Neighbors did, in thoſe matters, wholly bend- 
ing my mind to /mprovement in Phyſick , with all 
the induſtry and application I was capable. 


The Roman Religion has the greateſt Charm, of any. 


thing in Nature; t will ſoon cauſe a more than 


Strical in ſenſibiitty upon the Conſcience, and thaugh 


it were never ſo ſqueamiſh, troubleſome, or ſcru- 
pulous before, twill now turn proof againſt all fu. 
ture doubts, and never ſuſpect it ſelf in the leaſt, 
let things be in themſelves never ſo Ridiculow or 
UOpreaſonable. This I have nearly obſerved , both 

Wo in 
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in my (elf and others, and there's very good rea- 
ſon for it: For when men have wholly ſhut the 
ces of their under landing , and leave themſelves 
to be conducted by others they repoſe an abſolate 
Cenfidence in, they go on boldly and blindly, and 
confider no further whether they are in the r ght 
or wrong way to Heaven, And again, if we con- 
ſider the propenſity of Mans Nature to impoſe up- 
on others, when they have an «bſo/ute indi/putable 
Power, we may fairly preſume that theſe Uncon- 
troulable Guides will be apt to lead where their own 
Intereſt draws them. And indeed the Roman Church 
has always had ſo conſtant diligent an Eye upon 
their own beloved ſecular Intereſt, that they have 
made the whole Chriſtian Religion, in every parti- 
calar almoſt, as ſubſervient as the Wit of Man can 
invent, to this great End, their Diana above all o- 
theis. Now we ſhould certainly ſuſpect the judg- 
ment and advice of any private Perſon in the ma⸗ 
nagement of an affair, if we perceived this tem- 

er to prevail; and why may we not with the 
— reaſon ſuſpect it in ſo great, though publick 
a concern? May not a {not of People of the ſame 
Garg, the ſame Intereſt and Meaſures, met in a ge- 
neral Council , have the ſame Confideration for 
their own advantage, as we always obſerve in 
tefler Communities ot Societies ? If every Member of 
theſe larger Aſſemblies were of this or that Opinion 
before they met, that is to ſay, of ſuch as dear 
Intereſt guided them, we can expect no more from 
their conferring Notes together, but a Confirmation 


of what they held, were reſolved to held before, 
B Now 


(8 

Now de fatts that the Church of Rome has noto- 
riouſly ſteered their detetminations in Councils ac- / 
cording to this Principie, may be ſeen with half 
an eye by any Intelligent perſon, who hall either 
weigh the Controverſies in debate berween them and 
Proteſtants, or conſider the Hiſtory and Paſſages of 
former times. Man's Infallibility was very inge ni- 
ouſly contrived to ſuperſede all ſuch diſquiſitions, 
but God be thanked, no Barbarous 1nquifition does 
here hinder us from a free exerciſe of our Reaſon, 
nor ſtupid voluntary blindne(s diſenable us from 
diſcerning Light from Darkweſs. 

If it may be good Logick to make an 1uduttion of a 
general Temper from that of Particulars, out Engl 
Prieſts will ſerve to give us a very good inſtance of 
their worldly. Inclinations, I have heard one of 
themſelves (one of the beſt Pri-fs,and beſt Alen, l bad 
the fortune to meet among them, and no leſs than 
Dr. of Divinity) ſeriouſly tell me he had frequent- 
ly obſerv'd,. that he never in all his life knew a 
Relip ions Alan , Who was once become a Mriffioner 
hither, and had here exchang'd his Religious into 
a Secular Lie; but he fell ſo much in love with ir, 
that he thought it Death and Miſery to return a- 
gain to his-Moneſtery. Twas my fortune to Dine 
with one good Father Feſuite , x day before be 
was bound for St. Omers, by Commaxd of his Sape- 
riors ; aud poor Man, it pitied me to ſee him look 
fo ghaſtly, as if he wanted a Phyſician both for 
Soul and Body; the world, the Fleſb, & c. it ſeems, 
had got too great à dominion over his Spiritual 
Intent eng that he had, when he made his N Fow?. 

1 
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I have known; ſome of them as Critical in their 
Crevatr ſtring and Periwigg, and examine themſelves 
by the G/aſs with as much care, as 4 Fop that's late- 
ly arriv'd from France, who's. grown ſo vain by his 
Travels, as to think all the Ladies in love with him. 
Particularly one Mam can't but take notice of; he 
is no leſs than an EH Dr. of the Sorbon; he was 
a very hope ful ingenious Man while he liv'd in his 
Monaſtery at Paris, but being lately ſent to breath 
freſh ſccular air, I met him ſeveral times; in the 
Sireets, and other places, and he was ſo great an 
Admirer of his Sword and Periwgęg, and turn'd fo 
true a Sr. Fopliag, that I could hardly know. him 
again; a ſtranger Metamorphoſis is ſeldom found in 
Ovi. Now when ſuch people as thele (ſo Spiritar 
ally diſpoſed I) are ſummon'd to meet in a general 
Council, there's mighty hopes of an Accommodation 
and Chriſtian management in DoG#rins which relate 
to temgoral intereſſ. 

And now I am ſpeaking concerning em, I ſball 
venture togive you my opinion as to their Zearming 
and Capacity : 1 did expect indeed to have met 
with Men as Univerſally Learned as they would fan- 
cy themſelves Cathelick, but really they ſeem to 
me to be geuetally a very urerata and meat people. 
llkteraze, | me an, as to any nue ſolid. Learning, the 
— of Hiſſam, Mathematichs,, or Natere. 50 
ienerant they are in thoſe ſubſtantical knowledges, 
that I ſeldom met with any one of em ho ſo much 
a$-pretended to things of that nature, Bur we 
muſt except the Feſuits, whoſe general Learning, and 
moſt politict Arts have renderd them more con ſide- 
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rable to the See of Rome, and formidable to Princes 


and great Families, than all other Orders put toge- 
ther. They know how to be gſeſul in other things 
beſides hearing Confeſſions; nor do they value them- 
ſelves mainly forskill in chopping of Logick, as o- 
ther little Prieſts will do. Burt one thing I-can 
never forgive any of them, and that is their fond 
Opinion of their own way of Education, in ſo much 
that they cannot be perſwaded that a ray learned 
Man can come out of our Univerſities, though at 
this day there's not a Man among em but one, that 
has writ ſenſe in defence of their Religion , beſides 
ſuch as they have had from us. The Author of 
the Guide in Cantroverſies is no doubt an Oxonian, 


and ſo was good Mr. (refſy, whom though dead, I 


ſhall ever honour; Dr. Godden and Mr. Serjeant - 


were of 1 And who elſe have they now 
to brag of, beſides Canes the Jeſuite, who is able to 
talk and write Coherenth and Sophiſtically of any 
ſide. 0 


But tis time to take my leave of them, and go 


on with my firſt intention. The firſt Book that 
Alarum'd me out of the Lethargy I liv'd in, was 
put forth by Dr. Stilling fleet, called The Feſuites 


Liiliy, which pull'd off the Vizard they — 


wore, The K. Catholick Gentlemen did always 
profeſs as much as I could hear, good Principles of 
Lejalty, and would often venture to maintain full 
as much as is contained in the Oath of Allegiance. 


And this made ſeveral Heads of the Feſwitical Society 
fall ta work with their Pen, to hinder the effects, as 
much as they were able, of ſuch prevailing Srinci- 


ples 
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ples. For you may be aſfur'd the good Fathers, who 
writ thoſe diſcourſes, as well as the reſt of their 
Tribe, make little or no diſtinction between thoſe 
that are called Hereticks, and thoſe that are not 
truly Feſuitical : They think, or would perſwade us, 
that the Temporal ntereft of Rome, and their Party 
is of as much concern to mens Salvation, as the Do- 
frinal part of Chriſtianity. For my part, my na- 
ture ever abhor'd the diſmal Conſequences that 
muft enſue from the Pope, or Church- mens invaſion 
of Temporal Power. Give unto Cæſar the things that 
are Caeſars, and unto God the things that are Gods, is 
very good Scripture, and plain ſenſe, let the Feſwits 
comment as they pleaſe. The Prieft does well in 
the church, and executes an Office that deſerves 
Reverence from all who pretend to hononr God ; but 
in the politick Capacity, Or at the temporal T ribunal, 
Gods grace is apt to leave him, and he becomes the 
moſt «nmerciful Man that can be approached, This 
is too too evident in the Conduct of the Biſhop of 
Rome, his Lrgates, or other Cort Officers, who have 
certainly done the Life of Chriſtianity more harm by 
their Tyranm, than can be made amends by all the 
benefits" of Unity ,\or other pretended conſidera- 
tion why they ought to execute ſuch Power. 

Is it poſſible to imagine that chi init which 
was tatghr with ſuch plaineſs and ſiaplicity ar firſt, 
by plain, harmleſs, illiterate, innocent Men, ſhould 
now neceſſarily want all the art & intrigue, all the 
cunning devites and politick impoſtures that the moſt ' 
ſubtle Learming and working brains of Men js able 
to.inyent! Was Learning” and Policy in the Apoſtles 

| time 
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time ſo inſignificant anduſeleſs to the propagation of 


Religion; and muſt they now be the only prop for 
its Cantinuance? Certainly we may ſuſpect the Pri- - 
mitive ſpirit of Religion to be much changed, when 


ſuch contrary methods are now pradiiſed, And this 
refletiona has made me much undervalue all the 
pains of the School. men, and ſometimes think that 
Seneca and Cicero will be found to deſerve better in 
the other world than they, when the works of all 
Men ſhall come to be tried. Virtae and good Life 
will have a different luſtte from that of Awuſements 
and Speculations, and the practical Commanaments of 
God will far out- dazle all the falſe lights of little 
Queſtions, and Diſputations. Much Knowledge will 
then ſerve only to enhance the guilt of our neg {es 
to Ged, and we ſhall wiſh,much rather to have been 
Doers than Inquirers of his «ill. Alas what general 
Defettions from Virtue muſt the world expect, and 


how great ones muſt it needs feel, when the great. 


eſt part of Church men, who tach us Chrift, are much 


more concerned to advance their. own Grandeur 


and Luxwry, than the rea/ good of ſows, when they 
altogether ſtudy this world inſtead of the other, 
But here Iwould not be underſtood to ogndemn 
humane Learning; if we will but joyn the ſeeming 
fooliſbneſs, the city of the Goſpe/ to our Buok- 


acquifitions, we ſhall do no harm to either: Zearn-. 


ing will then ſerve to convince us the better of our 


own Ignorance in moſt things, and not puff us up, 


with empty ſwelling conceits, and we ſhall not de. 
ſpiſe our Fellow - creatures, becauſe better acquain- 
ted with Notions and Languages. 


This 
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This Digreſion I hope may beexcuſable, if right - 
ly underſtood even by Scholars as well as others, 
and I ſhall now return to my former ſubject, rhe 
exorbitant power that Popes have gotten into their 
hands by their ſubrle Policies, and the aſſiſtence 
of fawning Parafites; whether it is conſiſtant 
with our Bleſſed Saviours Declaration, that his King - 
dom is mot of this world, may eaſily be judged. Bur I 
have often admired how Emperors and Monarchs 
came firſt to part with their Birth. right, and bow 
their Scepters down before an Ambitious Prelate, I 
conceive they might have been wrought upon, 
ſome through Zea/ and weakneſs, and others 
through Fear and Terror. The Pope had every where 
his. canning ſpies in the Courts of Printes, his nulves 
in Sheeps Cloathing, to acquaint him with his beſt 
advantages, and direct him where he might make 
the moſt proſperous in vaſions, and eaſieſt Acceſſes to 
—_ Power, s 
The Doctrine of Drpofing Kings, aud Abſobui 
Subjetts from their Allegiance 5 for Hereſie 5 —— 
thing elſe, it matters not much; for they will cajl 
Hereſie what they pleaſe, as they do call Heretichs 
whom they pleaſe , this Deſlrine I ſay, is equally 
ſenſeleſs as * 94. 'Twill appear ſufficiently 
Senſeleſs and Irrational, if Men will but confider 
that they are Chriſtians as well as hui, and are 
obliged to follow Chriſt as well as the Pope, Our 
Sawvioar gave us the moſt pet fect example that chi- 
ſlians can pretend to imitate. How did heearneſt- 
ly avoid all Temporal Power , that his Diſciples 


would even then by their good will have been nib- 
ling 
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ling at? What pains did he take to Spiritnalize 
their Conceptions ? The Jews did expect indeed the 


A, ius Kingdom to be of thi World, and that he 
would govern in pomp and greatneſs; but how we 
ſhould come to think ſo of him or his followers, I 
can't poſſibly underſtand; we who own to believe 
that he was born in a Stable. a poor (arpenters Son, 
that had ſeldom ſtock enough by him to provide 
for the morrow, When God was pleaſed to humble 
kimſelf in this manner, and after ſuffering all the 


Indignities this world was able to beſtow, did 


chooſe to conclude his moſt Innocent Life with the 
Jenominiow Death upon the Croſs ; can we think he 
deſigned that any under pretence of being his 
Vicar, (ſhould . hoiſe above all that is call- 

eir Scepter from Rome to the 


How Prodigiou this Doctrine muſt have been too 
in its effects? How it hath made Chriſtian Princes 


and the World to tremble, our Nation is now 


grown ſufficiently ſenſible from the frequent Tra- 
gedies that have been ated, or deſig ned to be ated 
upon our own Theater without enumerating the 
many Forreign inſtances which might be pro- 
duced. | 

That the Pope and (burch of Rome have proudly 
arrogated ſuch intolerable Power over all Princes that 
come within their reach, all ſuch as deſire, or are 
capable of being ſatisfied concerning it, may have 
recourſe to a Letter writ lately on the diſcovery of 
this Plot, wherein this ſubject is moſt ſolidly and 
fully, as well as briefly handled by a moſt excelleut 


Pen; 
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Pen; they may alſo confider thoſe three Treatiſes 
formerly mentioned, called The Jeſuites Loyalty. 
And yer notwithſtanding that this charge is as 
evident as the Sun, tis pleaſant, ſhall I ſay, or 
wonderful to conſider, that many good well- 
meaning Popiſh Women, as well as deaf and 
bliad Gentlemen, will not yer be perſwaded that 
the Church is guilty of any ſuch DofFrinez no, ſeeing 
it, they will not ſee, and knowing it, they will 
not underſtand. The 7z»fallible Guide muſt not, 
cannot be ſuſpeted of doing any harm; and the 
Director of the Conſcience (ball preſently ſettle any 
ſuch ſerople with a little of his ut, either by flatly 
denying it, or ſoftning it, or turning the charge 
into Ridicule. | 

And from this Conſideration I ſhall take ocea- 
fion to urge one moſt invincible Argument, or De- 
monſtration rather, againſt the Pretended Infallibility 
of the Reowiſh Charch. Tis this: 

That Church which teaches Doctrines that deſtroy 
Morality, may be fairly ſuſpeFed, ( nay , neceſſarily 
concluded) to teach Errors in matters of Faith, 

But the Charch of Rome has taught Doftrines that 
deſtroy Morality. 

Therefore it may be concluded to teach Errors in 
matters of Faith. 

The Major has as much evidence as Reaſon can 
poſſibly deſire. For ſuppoſing any Man, or Men, 


guilty of noteriows Viees, and exhorting us to the ſame 


Vices, can the reaſon of a Chriftien think ſuch a Mn; 
or Men infallible in their Councils in 2 ſmall affair, 
ſo as to repoſe abſolute — in him ; or 

| them, 
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them, much leſs in the greateſt concern of this 
life, the eternal concern of Heaven? eſpecially if 
we conſider that Chriſtian Religion all along the 
Goſpel, and the reſt of the holy: Scriptur es, does ad- 
vence Morality, and put the greateſt eſteem upon 
it, of any Reg in the World. Be ſides the Do- 
Frines of Self. denial therein urged further than any 
Philoſophers ever thought fit; it teaches us to e car 
New hbours a4 our ſebues, to live Peaceably with all men, 
to forgive and de good to aur very Enemies, and recom- 
mends Love and (harity fo often, and ſo earneſtly, 
as if the reſt of Relg ian, Faith in Chriſt, & c. were 
5 that needed not being exhorted to, they 
would ſo neceſſarily follow by the ſecret workings 
of Gods grace, where ſo Loving and Good a Diſpoſition 
takes lace in the heart. 

Now the Atinor Propofition, that the Church of 
Rome has taught Doctriaes which deſtroy Morality, 
will eaſily enough appear, if the arrogant allow- 
ance of a Proud Prelate to diſpoſe of Kingdoms that 
don't belong to him, to Profecare- with Fire and 
Sword all dach poor innocent Souls as refuſe to ſub- 
mit their necks to his heavy yoke, to Murdey and 
Aſſaſſinate ſuch Kings or Perſons as reſiſt his dread- 
ful Ive, which he calls Syjritusl, though dia- 
metrically oppoſite to the ſpirit of the Seb, the 
ſpiric of - Meekneſs and (bariiy, the ſpirit of Long- 
ſuffering and Prace : In a word, if the «/loyance of 
doing Evid that Good may come off ir, doing any thing 
cruel or bsrbarous for the promotion of Arion, be 
Dotitines that deſtroy Morebily, as moſt certainly 
they ate; nay, and if thoſe Con, which did im- 

$ | | mediately, 
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mediately, and that often, ſoon follow the perpe. 
tration of ſuch Villanies, were ſo far from de- 
reſting the aft, that they rather confirmed and en- 
couraged the Pope in them, at leaſt never murter'd 
(good Men!) at what his. Holineſi had done; then 
the Aſſumption of this Argument holds good. 

Now as for the Promiſes 1nScripture,which the Church 
of Rome proudly applies to it (elf for its Anfaluliluy, 
25 concerning God's being with his Church to the end 
of the world, &c. 1 can fee no reaſon why that Church 
ſhould think it belongs to them more than others, 
Ig it becauſe that Church has eſcaped thoſe De- 
vaſtations and Judgments which the others have 
ſo ſeverly felt? They have the greater reaſon to 
ſaſpe& themſelves for that; for God's People, the 
Iſraelites, did always fall from the — — 
the Lord, and bow'd down to the fi D of the 
Gentiles, when they flouriſhed- moſt in Preperity 
and God was pleaſed to think that nothing would 
reclaim em but ſearful Fade wrnre, fuck as: 
wer, Famine, and ſomtimes ces for many 
years: AndRtiH upon their eerurn to him, he de. 
liver'd them out of all their A fflictions. Hut there 
are ſuffi cient natural teaſons vy Itaiy has leis felt 
the Sword and Power of Foreign Buemies chan the 
other Churches. Its Situation defends them (Feb 
Bnemies abtoad; they have the Oris vn one ſide, 
the Alps on another, and Frirnds to ſuſtain the 
brunt on all parts, by Land : And befides ;>the 
ſame reaſon will plead better for Mabumett bar 
o&ſſer3, as every Age r rp and more iche 
riow, Whereas the Empire of che Preiite of ue hat 
confiderablydecreaſed. C 2 Again, 
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Again, That Promiſe before-mentioned was not 
made to St. Peter alone, but to all the Alen, ſo that 
the other Bybops of Apoſtolical Seer ſhould have de- 
civ'd the ſame »fallible * to their oucceſſort, as the 
Biſhop of Rome inſolently claims to him and his 
Church. 

But that other Promiſe, Thou art Peter, and upon 
this Rock I will build my Church, makes the Romaniffs 
ſcorn the reſt of the World, and look upon them- 
ſelves as the only Choſen of God. St. Peter certainly 
was a great 4peſtle , Converted many Countries, 
and had the honour to be named firſt in the Cata- 

we of the Apoſiles, and fo had Priority of Order, 
though in another place he is not numbred for the 
firſt, Gal. 2. 9. But ſurely if this great Apoſtle had 
had a Superior juriſdiction over the reſt, St. Paul 
would have been more. mode than to have ſo ſe= 
verely Rebuked him to his Face, as he did, Gal. 2. 11. 
for a ſhrewd miſcarriage in his charge, making 
the Chriſtian Gentiles to Fudaize, And St. Paul. was 
ſo far from 4 on the Power of St. Peter, 
that he thought himſelf anmortly of the great 
Name of an peſtle; 1 Cor. I 5. g. was ſo Good, that 
he could have been contented to have been an 
Aua hen, Ot Aeturſed for ever, for the ſake and 
happige(s of his Brethten the Fews , Rom. g. z. 
Beſides, St. Peter was more likely to have choſen 
Antiach tor\ the Seat of his Succefſors , as being the 


place where he li d moſt part of his Life, and ex- 
exciſed his FRI, Charge with honour, beneſit, 
and ſafety;,zathes than e, where it is certain 
he could be but a litile while, and many with good 


reaſon . 
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reaſon doubt whether ever he was there or nog 
where likewiſe he was ſo far from being welcome, 
that it is ſaid he was there very unkindly received, 
and after much oppoſition, Cr«cified moſt cruelly. 
He that will needs have a Charch to be 1»fallible, 
I would deſire him to confider the condition of 
the 1ſraclites, the Choſen People of God, who were 
brought out of rere with ſuch a mighty Hand, 
ſo great an attendanee of Miracles and Favonrs. 
One would think certainly, if it were in the Na- 
ture of Man not to go aſtray, if any were capable 
of worſbipping the Trae Gad as they ſhould do, theſe 
ſhould have been the Men above all others. And 
yet, though they had a Cloud by day, and a Pillar of 
Fire by night to guide them all along; though the 
Ghry of God did often fill the Tabernacle in the fight 
of them all; nay, though they were fed with A- 
raclet, Manna and Quail, and Foantains ran out of 
dry Rocks, yet theſe ſame People would be conti - 
nually falling from theit Duty, they would be long - 
ing aber Agpt, nay and mating Gods to go before 
them , they were not only iguilty of the higheſt 
Immoralities , and Marmurings at their goo God u 
on every trivial account, but were contented ab- 
ſolutely to forſake him, and fall into 2 N 
If after all this, ſo: ſad a manifeſtation: of 
proneneſs of poor Man · kind to Si and Error, n+ - 
fallibility can till glibly go down to a confidering 
Man, I ſhall more wonder at him, than have any 


thing to ſay to him. 
Nay, if Men can be ſuppoſed to have ſo clear 


and undoubted underſtand ing in 3 
0 


(20) 


how comes it to pafs that all M things lie ſo 
hid and intricate to the conceptions of the wiſeſt 
Men, A little x»ow/edge-:imdeed will puff up, and 
be apt to pertwade People thatthey know a great 
deal, but a ſignificant Progreſs will have a con- 
trary effect, and make them humbly acknowledge 
they know very litur, if any thing at all. The na- 
tare of light and colours, the plaineſt things of any, 
remain {0 #bſcure and amntelligible, that they till 
occafion new Hypotheſes, and perhaps will do ſo to 
the end of the World. 

To ſpeak one word with S«bmiſſion to my own 
Faculty ; What certain infallible Methods has Phyfick 
yet attain'd to? *tis much to be doubted whether 
Beaſts by the  inſlint# of Nature (ſo much underva- 
lue d by our Opiniative Reaſon) do not Cure them- 
ſelves of moſt difempers much ſooner and ſafer than 
fanciful Men can yet do with'all their Art and ſo 
much glotifi'd Renſov., Beſides the cure Aer, 
brought now to a kind of diſolure certain by ſome 
nightly EAacated real Phyſicians, to my certain no- 
„as well, if not better than by the much cele- 
brated, though illegitimate Son of this re , what 
truly ſpecificel Cares can Phyſicians yet boaſt of? 
The caſe of this flow advancement, I take to be, 
that Men will impute the fle, of their Remedies 
and Methods, rather to Mu than their own Con 
daft. Let never ſo many men dye unhappily of 


ſuch or ſuch a diſtemper — Phy fictans 
will never ſuſpect themſelves , t think all was 


done by them as well as it might have been done. 
whereas, if they took their /ndicationr from __ 
oes 
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does ſenſible good or ill, and from judicious ob ſerva- 
tions did all their might to correct the failures of 
their Practice, and would, but once impate theſe 
failures to their wu iguarance, aud want of ſufficient 
kill, there ſeems to me to be hopes God would then 
bleſs theis endeavours for the Fody, as be does hun- 
to. Dinines on behgle of — u The 75 of 
Healing: was once the gift . 28 all; things 
* are 50 3 — if Men Loney — 


times look up to the Fnstais of all Gudpeſs, 28 \, 


as well as into B WE Wight then expect to flod 
Learned Ing enieus Phyſicians do as much, if not more 
than mean gin People, and week Women arc 
often found to do. 

But there are, God be thanked, ſome Phyſicions 
among us, who have pleaſed to be of this Chrifies 
Opinion, and do work no fe re Cures in the moſt 
danger ow Diſſompers by mild and inne Ways, ſuch 
as will at laſt be acknowledged moſt agraceble to 
Nature, when truth and moderation (ball have gain 
the Yiftory over Envy and Paſſion... OT 

Oge word more, and I. pate foam : ſubſect. 
The Fathers of the 4th. General £14614 had vo ſuch 


deference then for the 2iſþy of Rome, as benow - 
claims fox bis inhere t eighty: They did give the - 


Biſhop of Rams, Can- 18, , Privileg ie, equal, 
or the very ſeme privileges zs chey did to. the 


Biſbap of C-afterrtinople, Their resſon they ſaid was, 


Oel u illa im prerel, bocaule iht was the aper, 

— Ornpire 145 then divided, and O44 Ane 
way the Seas uf the weffern Empire, 2% New Rane, Or 
Conflantinople was the Imperial Seat of the Hef. It 


Was > 
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was not for any derivation from St. Peter, but in 
honour of the Emperour, that they were pleaſed to 
allow him equa/privileges, And this they did not 
lightly, itregulatly, or Uncanonically , but jure, 
they laid they did it jah, what they ought to do, 
wi no more, Then again, the Zegates of the Re- 
had-no Authority allowed them to ſpeak 

any thing in the (vuncil, no more than the reſt, 
without leave firſt granted them from the Emperors 
Officers, who ſare there in his place and ſtead. The 
Leg ates of Pipe Leo ſpake to him thus, Si Imper at 
M entia veflrs, habemus quaedam referre vob. 
Gloriofiſſimi judices dixerant , Quod vultis edicite. If 

your Highneſs will give u leave, commands ws to ſpeak , 
— 2 * to ſay — The moſt noble Judges, 
anſwered, Spe Now whether the 


Word is — frangely — ſince thoſe Primi- 


te days, whether the Popes Supremacy over 

, and that ver * Conſtanti 
rhe and juſt, and —4 is — all $ 
= x not Hereticks, that will not — his U 


al- ei- F Sapremacy ht to ftighten and 
wave you — 8 


fare people, all Men calmly to 
jo 


nd now to return again co the more immediate 
deſign of this Letter, which is t intended to be 


an angry Child of — but mildly and truly 
to give an Hiftorieel account (of my ſelf; and ſome 
of my own t — wiich and chivd my 
— Zeala confiderable rime before the late 
— devices made every innocent ſoul to 
tremble, 


The 
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"The -firſt was a men and propoſterous ifo- 
ence that Religiow has on all its Preſeiytet, wholly to 
a gleft, if not ſlight the boly Scriptures. Let a Man 
haveuſed himſelf never ſo much to the reading that 
Holy Book, and let him have received never fo much 
ſenſible edification from it, yet as ſoon as ever he 
embraces that Religion , he preſently throws the 
Book out of his hands, eaſily parts with it as 4 
thing altogether uſeleſs to any body that will bur 
receive it, and entirely delivers bimſelf up to the 
conduct of humane Traditions. No future — — 
ſhall draw him to ed in it, nor Argaments taken 
from it, make the leaſt ſignificant impreſſion. 
Now tis a moſt wonderful conſideration to me, 
how thoſe who profeſs the Doctrine of the G.ſpeb, 
and think the Seriptures Pen'd by the Spirit of God, 
ſhould preſently loſe all deference to Gods #ord, 
and mind it as little as ſome idle tale. 
The Fathers of the Church were of a very different 
temper, St. Chryſotom Homil, 9. in ENI. ad Coda. 
ſpeaks thus, Audate omnes ſeculares, comparate wobia 
Biblia, fi nihil alind vullu, vel Novum Teſlamontum 
acquirite, Apeſtolorum Acta, Evangelia, & c. Hearken 
to me all you of the Ly, provide your ſelves 
Bibles every one of you, and if you can't reach to 
procure the whole Bible, get the New Teſtament. at 
leaſt, the Ad, of the ! dpoftles, the  Evangeliſts, &c. 
for we muſt remember that ſuch large Manuſcripts as 
were the whole Bible,. were too dear to be purchaſed 
by every body, before Printing, was found out. 
There are abundance of Exhortations in St, Chry- 


ſoftim to the fame purpoſe , which Be/larmine, 28 
D great 
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great a wit as he was, gives but a very poor 
Childiſh anſwer to. 

Another thing made me ſeriouſly reflect, and 
that was the fruitleſs Devotions that are generally 
prafiiſed in that Charch, Men hall inſtead of Pra- 
ing, ſpend their time in toſſing a firing of Beads, 
and mumbling they conſider not what, a Devotion 
fitter for Children to ſport with, than Men to ray 
with. "Twas a maſt excellent contrivance to 
make People think they were ſaying their Proers, 
when as they were doing nothing ; for the Beads 
are of ſuch ſingular uſe, that you may gape and 
ſtare abont as much as you pleaſe, while you ſay 
'em; you may talk between whiles, walk about 
the Streets, think on what yon will, and mind 
what you will, and ſtill go on with your ale of 
Prayers : And yet notwithſtanding the impertinency 
of theſe Knick-knacks, they are celebrated by the 
Church, as a extraordinary Devotion, hen 
the Roſary.is to be (aid, that is, theſe Bead, told 
over in the (hurch, you muſt kneel down, or elſe 
be accounted a Heyetich : For you muſt underſtand 
the Services of our Lady, as this, eur Ladies Litany, 
and the Sake Regime, require much more Reverence, 
and more neceſſary Obeyfanee than any Services of 
our Lord God. At Prayers to our Lord, you may ei- 
ther fir, ſtand, or be as carelefs'as you pleaſe, but 
at Prayers to our Lady, you muſt learn better man- 
ners, and fall on your Knees, though 'tis never 
fo painful to you ro knee}, Bleſſed S ſhe does 
not require theſe things at our hands; ſhe was 
bumble and meek when ſhe was upon Earth, and is 

not 
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not to be doubted of the ſame temper now in Hea- 
ven. God was then her Saviour as well as ours, 
but now ſhe muſt be /1mmaca/ate and free from Origi- 
zal fin, and be ſuppoſed to have had no need at all 
of the Savioar ber good ſpirit aid then rejoyce in. But 
tis natural to Men to flatter Ladies, and ſome muſt 
be excuſed if they do Romance on their account, 
Hence it was ſhe came to be Queen of Heaven, Queen 
of Angels and all Saints ,' the hope and refuge of Sin. 
ners, &c, and is repreſented with Crowns and Glory, 
whereas her So» muſt nevet be ſuftered to grow big- 
ger thana Baby in her arms, to ſhew his filial ſub- 
je ction to her, though the $criprare mentions not 
any thing that our Saviowy laid to her, or of her 
in his whole life. time, without ſomething as it 
were on purpoſe to reſtrain Men from that Super- 
ſtitiew which does now ſo prevail in the Roman 
Church, | 2 * 
ain, to enetvate quite the very deſn of tra: 
1 — they have found — 3 a muſe 
people with, by inſtructing them to ſay their 
Prayers in Latin , which they don't underſtand, 
Women forſooth ſhall venture to ſay ow? Lady: Office 
in Li; one would think it were on purpoſe that 
their Prayers might not be a Whit beneficial to their 
Saule, but they lay tis in Reverance to the Chunrh, 
which does all in Latin, which Baptizes, nay ' Mars 
res in Latin, and plights thoſe Sacred Tyes between 
ignorant people with'a Yole,, promiſing they know 
not what or how. And is it not 2 wiſe bufineſs, 
that becauſe the Prieſt fings his Part in Latin, every 


ignorant Sot maſt needs be chirping the ſame tune, 
D 2 in 
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in the ſame. (unknown) language? This puts me 
in mind of a fen in my'own knowledge: A cer- 
tain Gentlewoman goes to Confeſſion' to Somerſet: 
Houſe, there eaſes her mind ina great many mat- 


ters to the Fryer that underſtood Engliſh Confeſſions y 


when ſhe. had done her ſtory, the good Father ſets 
her-for her Pennance to ſay our Ladies Office in Latin 
every day for a year together; a very-levere task 


indeed, twould have been even for a V that had. 


little elſe to do. A Prieft of my acquaintance, 
from whoſe own mouth I had this Relation, gives 
this Lady a Viſit the next day by chance, and finds 
her full of tears and trouble: He enquites into the 
Cauſe (for they love dearly to know the Secrets ot 
Families, and to be a medling where they can) and 
after a few reluQancies were conquer d, ſhe diſ- 
cover'd to him her grief, that ſhe had ſuch a Pen- 
nance (et her as twas impoſſible for het to petform, 
for ſhe was not. Learned enough to underſtand a 
word of Latin. He preſently Counſelled her to 
make the ſame Con/eſfion to him; and the ſhould: 
have no ſuch reaſon to be troubled (for if a Perſon 
diſlike his Peanaxce, he may lawfully have a new 
one ſet him, if he: will make the ſame Confeſſion a+ 
gain to another Prieſt), She (good Lady) was very 
loth-to do that, ſor it ſeems twas no ſmall mat- 
ter ſue had confeſt, and was therefore unwilling to 
uncover her {ores again. Upon that,, he takes 
his leave, and ſhe blubber'd it out that night; 
but the next morning upon ſecond thoughts grew 
wiſer, and came to him with tears and courage 
together : She then fell upon her Knees, and out 

| came 
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came the grievous things ſhe had commirred, and 
this indulgent Prieſt was ſo favourable as''to order 
her only to ſay the Penitential Pſalms once Over in 
Exgliſh , and the Lady became as merry - as a 
Cricket again. 1 
Hence you ſee what a mighty ſtreſs lies upon 
Prayers in Latin, in the opinion of thoſe ſenſeleſi 
Men; who never ſaw any thing of the World but 
of a Monaſtery, and what wile States-men they te 
like to prove, when they meddle with publick af- 
fairs, IF his other was a ſecular Priel, a Man of 2 
good capacity and judgment, and I have ſeldom 
met with a mote underſtanding Man of his 

Coat, | 
A few'yearsagoe there was Printed an excellent 
Book of Devotion, Called. Devotion by way of Offices; a 
Book ſo full of the Divine Spirit, ſolid ſenſe, and good 
Engliſh, that I can hardly remember to have ſeen 
the like, unleſs it be the '"Emetvy BanaAinirof our late 
Iucompar able Sover ag u. Twas a work fo free from 
exception, that paring away the 4ve uu, a Hymn 
to our Laay at the concluſion of the Office, and very 
little or nothing more, it might ſerve'as well for 
the uſe of Proteſtants as Papiſfts. Twas writ' by a 
Lay-Gentleman, a man of a moſt exemplary life, 
and ſo ingenious, that all who knew him; or heard 
of him, or had any inward reſpect for true Learn- 
ing or Virtue, coveted his acquaintance fo far, 
that they made his Houſe the Center: of all their 
meetings. And yet the Feſa:ts will not beſtow one 
kind word on this Man, or Book. The Gentle- 
man they condemn ſor a Blxckbift, that is as they 
| will 


will have it, 2 'worſe' Hererick than a Proteſtant, 
though he declar'd himſelf with never ſo much 
ſubmiſſion to the Cr hae C h h The Brat they 
diſſwade all People from uſing,” for no manner of 
reaſon, but becauſe it is not ſtufft with thoſe Lr. 
wes, and Preyers ro Saims the Maxxal abounds with, 
or that it will do their fouls too much real good, 
or becauſe it was written by a Lm no ways 
Jeſeited. 

There's one thing mare 1 can't but obſerve. 
And that is, that all the (oxwents of Nan, let them 
be never ſo t, muſt be forc'd ro ſay and fing 
the Office of the Charch in Latim, for Aer nimg and E- 
vening Prayers. and the other Canonical hours. So it 
ſeems they ſeparate themſelves from the World to 
a good purpole, and muſt needs make ſtrange ad- 
vancements in Devotions to God, when they thus 
ſpend. their time at Chureb, and in dumbring long 
Catalogyes of Ar Ain. Tis much, if t 
don t repent their firſt-Zex/, when they have liv'd 
long enough there to grow fober, and conſider, 

Trae — in thoſe means that raiſe 
the heart to the love of God above all things, and 
which conduce to make us live Honeſtly and Chari- 
rtably with all Men, and not in à toothileſs Lips ſervice, 
where the heart is not, cannot be concern'd. 

A third thing that muſt touch ſenſibly upon th 
Conſcience of any one that was ever a Proteſkant, is 
the Prayers to Saints, and eſpecially thoſe continual 
Supplications that are made in the higheſt manner 
to the Ever · bleſſed virgin. He may indeed comply 
alittle, follow ing the general ul of — 

Church 
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Church Believes, and prattifing as the (harch practiſes, 
but he can never force out of his mind his A- 
dence on 3 , and bertihy quit his r 
yeſuge to Go to make Applications to this or that 
Saint. 

The Wmſbip of Images, ſo flat againſt the 2d. Comr- 
mandment, and the putting out the 2d. Cm 
went ſo plain againſt the Worſbjp of imagery, the 4 
doration of Reliques, Ag u Dei's, and other Canſecrated 
Bawbles will make the Conſcience of a Proteftant grum- 
ble ſomtimes, let him do what he will, and declare 
himſelf never ſo much for that {hurch. Concern- 
ing Keliques | obſerved, that when they were ex- 
poſed on great days to the view of all comers, 
there was 4 Prieff to gard em, who would take ir 
very unkindly; if any body pre ſomed to 4% the 
Caſe they were kept in, without depoſiting ſome 
Mite into the Diſh juſt Ft 80 that poor Pe 
muſt only look on, and de voutly admire the Re- 
liques and the rich Caſe together, without pro. 
faning it with an empty, too near an approach, 
And again, (ome images and Altars have 'a much 
—— vittue in em than others. His Holineſs 

25 beſtowed moſt liberal indulzencet to ſome above 
others, that is, he has favoured more partichlarly 
ſach or ſuch a Afonaſlery, and granted them ameans 
to make Fools flock thither mote abundantiy, and 
confer their Charity with a freer hand to the diſyo- 
fal of a pack of Covetous Infatiable Wreeches: . 

No tis moſt certain and plain that the worſh; 
of God without an ware is lewſul beyond diſpute , 

th an Image tis dang ertus dt leaſt, to fay no worke, 

To 


n 
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To Pray to the God that made us, is, ſaſe beyond 
ſctuple: Prapers to Sainto may make God Jealus of 
his tHonour.. To ſay ſuch Prayers 45 affeli t he heart, 
cannot but be very acceprabie-xo him; but a dry 
inſipid Lijp- ſervice ought much to be ſaſpected. To 
Receive the Bleſſed-Sacrdment a5 our Saviour did him- 
ſelf laſlitute it, cannot but beeffettul toa foul du- 
ly prepared: But-the mincing this great Sacrament, 
the taking it by halfs is not what he intended, if 
we. will follow this own example, or believe his 
own words. In a word, to believe the three Creeds, 
the foundation of Chriftianity, and imitate the Primi- 
tive the beſt & pureſt times, is very rations! for a good 
Chriſtian ; but to take in all the idle Swperſtrudtares 
that :Folitick; or Zealow, ot Ignorant Men have ſince 
taiſed, either for ſelf - ends, or through weakneſs, 
or the wilfulneſs of Opiniatprs, gives too great a 
Latitude to the Enemy of Man-kind, who watches 
albopportunities to withdraw us from our ag: 
Tis not the Title and Name of cashelict, which 
Reman Catholicks do fo unchititably appropriate to 
themſelves, that ſhould frighten us into a betggr - 
opinion of them than they deſerve. I know not 
why an EzgliſÞCatholick ſhould not found full as well 
2s 4 Roman Catholick;, but in their ſenſe tis a meer 
Soleciſm, as much as a Partitular- general. Tis not 
the Name, but the Thing that muſt do our buſineſs 
hereafter, And a molf uncharitable exclufion of 


all Man-kind from Salvation, beſides thoſe that are 
Croſs'd with that Title on their Fore- heads, will 
help but little to forward our future 1 let 
earts ake. 

But 


Zealous fiery Prieſis urge it till their 
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But chat nobody may be ſcar'd from doing their 
anty in-England', upon the 'cohfiderntion that no 
Sefuinriiy Cat be Had out of the Roman Cetholick 
Obarch, I hall here dec late, that Iha ve often telłt 
with ſome of the moſt , and tnowtng Prieſts 
among them concerning this 2 and they have 
ſerioully agreed with te, that neithet they nor 
the Charth do think f> „ Paltry v 
will (ay ſo to frigbeen Women, und weak per ſons, 
bar they do nor, cannot in their rents Ohink 
ſo, if they haye but the leaſt of wit. 

I conld-addd 4 grett meny other things to thoſe 
#lready ſaid, though for {evert? years Thave not 
ſo much as lookt into any Book of Controveyſie, 
ha had ſomthing eſſe to do, and being per- 
faded. that Controney fle is ' the her of fat more 
Harm than Gd, 45 turning Priffical Religion out of 
doots ; and ſpending the var pit of Relg im in 
Jalk and wiſe, which tather confiſts in Pedce and 
Achim. But I muſt remember Tam writmga Zerrer; 
not a Treatiſe ; Do to others ur you wen be dune unt; 
a greater aud more ſubſtantial part of Chriſti 
any thah we are commonly zwere. And he that 
would take a few words to guide his life by, Tet 
bim remember now and then wHAt S. teac hes 
him in the 5th. Chapt. to che Caletione, "where be 
reckons up what 'tre the rats Vf the Fd, and 
what the fruits of the $phir, Thiele Hitter be fays 
are Love, Foy, Peace, Lowe-Mnſferitg , Ginflentſs, Gord- 
neſs, Faith, Meckneſs, 'Temyerance, apainſt ſuch theye 
* % Lew. Whats chain of kind, ſbft tender 
words does he here put werder. 28 if Oel narurr 


Were 
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were all in all, and our Re/igiow tequited no other 
quakfication to mate the beſt lort of Chrifzan,: And 
doubtleſs if this be true, that Opinion which ren- 
ders. men 44oreſe,” Harſb, Untind, Uncharitable, Con- 
tentions, ot (rucl,. ſprings not from the Spi- of God, 
but ſome evil Spirit.,, 

But above all things Charity is the Leſſon that 
Chriſtians are obliged..to. actiſe heartily ſo ne- 
ceſſaty tis thonghy in, the f Seropraresy that 
there ace. infinite tepetitiong exHortiog us to it 5 
and ſo uſeful the; Aten of it ſeems to me, that 
J ſhall. venture to adjoyn ſome thoughts on this 
ſubject, though it be a littie beſides my main in- 
tention. une ©3141 23 | 
. . Charity is almoſt the whole Dry, Hon, add he 
that performs this .duty as he ſhould. do, needs 
lictle co be remembred of his duty to God. Than 
ſhalt love thy Neighboug 4 ſelf is ſo comprehen- 
ſive à Precept, and does ſo fully contain all that 
can be ſaid, that nothing but the Spiri# of God 
could have ſum'd up the Law in ſo few words. 

Charity does teſpect both our Opinions and our 
Attions, Our Opinions or Cenſures ought to be go- 
vern'd always by it, or elſe they be found tode- 
viate very, widely from what the A taughe 
us. Judge not leaft you be judged, ſounds very dread- 
fully and ſeverely, if! we conſider the narrow 


- 


Principles and uncharitable Gonſtrutions of al- 
moſt every patty of Man- Kind. How does every 
Man now think it Prodexce to think the worſt of 
one another? How does eyery- little Hot- brain 
now pee viſhly conſine Salvation. to his owa parrow 

Herd, 
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Herd: though a aber ſo inconſiderable as hard- 
ly fit ta be named in the large” carivhmerick of 
Laune? 1:iſhould be glad nevertheleſt if they 
did not- wiſh ill to, 2s well as think ill of one 
zaather. mot 24 | | - 33. » 3 ; 
bet there isn Salvition to be bad ont of the pale of 
Gads trad Catholick Church, I believe as firmly as 
the great Athansſiws did; but in what manner 
this «yfery is to be underſtood, Tas little per- 
plex» my thoughts, as bow Three can be One, how 
G could be. incarnate of 2 is, or how: we 
ſhall &f again with the ſame - numerical” Bodies ; 
that: have by long ſucceſſtons ſervd to: nouriſh 
ones, another, or been corrupred into as many forms 
as there ate different ſpecies of things. I could: 
ne yet conceive how this Article of our Belief ſhould 
rendet us uncharitahle to all tha ate not of our 
o/) perſasfion. We may as don expect to have: 
a Clear ea of the Jet of m ον, the frame of + 
Angels, on the Eſſence of out own Seals, as to know! 
what company we ſhall meet with: in the other 
World, or who alone ſhall enter inte inconceive+: 
able Bliſs. Let us but take care af our own par- 
ticular, and by adts of Charity: and Devetios2 prod 
vide ſuitable diſpoſitions foriarfig Reception there, 
aud we ſhaibbe found at laſt to havedſpent our time 
ta much better purpoſe. than in ſuch ei, anti 
perhaps dangerom diſquiſutions.' Men have all faals' 
of the ſame immenſe value, and the Providence of 
God is over all in general, but what allot- 
ments of Grace he. e em heres or — 

2 ere- 
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hereaftertof Rewards and Paniſbmerts ,* neither the 


ſeem to drfme, nor Apoftolicat Men ace 
have preſumed te determine. 11 ſhould fd 1 4 - 


ventut d to ſpea k of this lubject, either as largely 


as Orig en once did, or as narrowly as ſome- Divines 
do of a lattes date; though Iam apt to think that 
Errors ſprung from too much charity (if I may fo 
fay) will be found far more J»wecenr than thoſe 
from too little. 

Truly it makes my heart ake ſomtimes to con- 
der Er bran 1 can — — 
another hea into the 800. 7 pit. 
bot twenty Men — — the Mrd, 
and appointed to ſuſſer the moſt exquiſite torture 
that cruel blood. thirſty Men ca tell how to in- 
vent, evety day for 2 month together; would not 
the heariag os ſeeing ſuch a maſter- piece of cruelty 
make every good Man ſhiver, knowing not how 
neat his own turn alight be, if G. (bould ſuffer 
rhe furious barbarous diſpoſition of fome to take 
place, How mach more +nhamene and dreadful 
then is it, to precipitate one another into that 
place of torment, too intolerable-to be expreſs'd, 
iſit conſiſts in nothing elſe but confuſion of face 
and heart, the guswing remorſes, and continual 
ſtings of a zuiſty ſe H. confounded Conſeience. 
Me-thinks it ſhould rather trouble us that ary ate 
like to be ſo us t han to keep out by our good- 
will all that are not of our own Opinion. Chrif 
certainly died for al men, and I hype we ſhall find 
his death applied to the eternal benefit of — 

| rm- 
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Harmleſs, vittueut, inviacibly ignotzat People, 
that common Unohantabl wilt not let us 
have'a kind thought of here, We may lawfolly 
u and he the b of all Men; for though-we 
are fa bidaen 7 too much for em, I'm fure we 
are not allow'd to jaaęe them tod . | 
Who could imagine that thoſe whe have often 
read St. Pan, 1 Cr. I;. fhould' forget the abſolute 
neceſſity of Charity, and not be tonched with the 
greateſt coneern? Tis 2 ses tbet is fecond to 
Bothing I know extane, unleſs that Pa, upon 
the: Mone; and IHR it deſerves to be read 
full as oftem; as ſome lade well conceited thre 
— — Golden V,. do deſerve; not to take 
2 leaſure- minute now and then, but be the excel - 
lent ſubject of our daily Meditations: The Cha- 
ity there deſcribed , 1 of fo | abſotvte * meer fits, 
that thongh ! had che kwwledge- of ant, and 
im Of Solomon, chengbe bod Jab ſtrongenop h 
10 remove A ui, thangh 1 y eve * — 
Poſſeſſions / the Pror,and wy Body tv be | —_ 
any other never ſo good se eount, yet withonrthis; 
all would-fignifie-nothing. That ehaury is ſoth 
a6 thinks wo evil of any Main, belivveth — — 
the beſt of al things, and peaceably ſubmittetigᷣ to 
all chat Sod pleates to inflict. It a word, -we-are 
adviſed to abide in Faith, nd Charity, the 
there, but the grrateſ of all is ſaid to be chm. 
"ſhall not offer to comment upon this Bibi 
er, and compare the practice of thoſe that ate 


C 
called (byifians with the extenfivencſs of St. pris 
De 
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Deſcription, for fear 1 ſhould either prove Or becom 
more ancbarit able than I 'defire., To uncover ſuch 
foul ſores, without better hopes of healing em, 
would but cauſe a noiſome (mell, and but offend 
thoſe who ſuffer them as well as my (elf, and 
theteſore I ſhall paſs to the next branch of this 

duty, and conſidet it as it concerns our «dons... 
Charity in the diſtributive ſenſe, as it relates to 
our adieu, and practice, is ſo iaculcated by the Law 
of Nature, and common Genias of Alan king, that 
unleſs one puts off all Humanity to receive the wolf 
and, Ther, twill be extream hard not to have 
ſome 6 of the deplorable wants and 
miſeries of our Fellow · creatures, 'Thofe who are 
Stewards of large and ample Fertunes, will have 
long accounts to make at the great day. But Oh 
what à raviſhing Ahe will it then be to ſee the 
Hungry we. bave, Fed, aud the Nyked-we have ( loathed | 
What a-multitude of Sias will they Rand between 
and cover! for then twill be enquired, not what 
Learving we had gain'd, what Cobwebs we had 
ſpun, or what nice ſpeculations; we had made; 
but what gead we have petform'd, and how we 
employ'd our hand and hearts,” not out w and 
fang. uiid 12 % 1 144 2 
I the Jewyb Lam was but 2 He of Chriflien: Diſ- 
ö ge, .and\ our . Seaview came not to abreg ase t he 
oral: Law, but to 440 and raiſe it higher, d A 
Yay 4AM Nd, how much then ought wel to 


exceed the Jews in ad of Chariiy? and yet 'tis to be 
ſogred wer come, 400 ſhöert of what their duty, prom- 
pted 
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pted them to. Beſides their Anzac Tither to 
the Church, they gave another Tithing to the Por 
every third year, by Gods own appointment, 
Deut. xxvi. 12, 13. and this comes to the ſame 
reckoning as an Anzaul3oth, which whether Chri- 
ſtians Charity doth reach to, or exceed as far as it 
ſhould, Lleave to every Mans Canſciente ſeriouſly 
to conſidet. For except our NN Leen 
own du, the very ſame word that in many places 
of Scripture does neceſlarily ſigniſie Legah 4/mi- 
giving, except, I (ay, aur Righteouſneſs does exceed the 
Nie hteouſneſs..of the Scribe man, Phariſees, we cars in 
no wiſe enter inta the Kingdom: of Heaven. 

Now if we conſider but the Peace and Serenity 
of Au. the Heaven upon Earth, that is gained 
ſtom à conſciouſueſs of having done ſome real 
good to others, it would be a thing eligible ik 
there were no futther ,ʒ e. ä 
But again, If we will but examine our own I- 
teriſt, I mean not only our Eren Interaſt which 
would certainly move us, it we were but effectu- 
ally perſuaded. of: it, but alſo our dearly be- 
loved Temporal Intereſt, the ttueſt way of multi- 

lying: our riches, and: beſt improvement of our 
Blades, we ſhould readily comply with this Duty 
in-all:refpets. What ſays the >Prophet' Malia, 
chriii, ys! Io. Bring pe all be tithes into the Store-- 
hodſe, that tbexe may be mcat in mur hunſe, and prove 
me herewith, ſaith the Lord of Has, if Imi t open 
you the windows e Heaven, and pour: j1u out 4 bleffing 
that there ſball not be room enough te receive it, and (ee 

again, 
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again Prov. iii. o. SW ſball,.chy barns be filed werh 


plenty.) And the. Sariprares are full of paſlages to 
this purpale, — — of ways to try 
1 


the goadneſs vf Goa which. be pleaſes to offer us in 
this life, upon one only condition, if we will but 
believe his to 6. And this puts me in 
mind of an een fury Lhave read in 2 good Au- 


—— „ ho when he had . prrwſed 
teverel of thoſe plaves which promife abundance 
of Temporal b 4d Charitable pertons, reſolved 
to try. whether \ god would be 2s good as bis word, 


and ſpared no oc iu of profuſe Charity, until he 
had reduced himſelf to one daft piece, the whole 
remain of all his foemer riches. . Now was he 
come to tlie. i of cry al, 'a crit able to ſhake 
even 2 chi conrage and it did make his inderd, 
thougk he ha d rot er dei boldly hitherto wichout 
any fear or diſtruſt, Ne began then to m and 
repine, and blamed his cdi ν, for what he had 
ſorafhly, he thought, done ; and in this penſive 
heave<breaking-mood, he ſpied two men a quarel- 
ling and ſig hting. — — own of- 
flilbions he preſently / interpoſed, and demanded 

cunſe of their ſo great difference. They anſwer- 
ed that going along there they had Wand a fen, 
whieh both laid claim to, but / could not zagsee 
which was the fieſt diſcoverer, fo that if he would 
beftow ſom thing ſor it, they told him it mould be 


his Helgeve chem afl be had, his one rema ini 
piecu, and ſo they wert well contented with — 
e petcorty: repairs $02 Fowler to frnow thee 


value 
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| vale of his purthales and waviffformed, that it 


was the bet Femel why * te the y- 
NN aud uha v df he would cat 1 
the right om be nerch not doubt of a ſufficient 
recomprndaz Elk goes to the 'High-Pricf, 'Ucqaaints 
him with what be had found; and theuctiden ral 
occaſion that. broughe him ro ſuch a Treafure. 
The May if God toundly gave him firſt's box of 
the Ear, fot daſtruſting ria, and then diſ- 
miſſed him with a reward anlw et able to ehe c- 
on. From that fortunare:day he chiived in ſuch 
meaſure, and received the full ſatisfactioniof all 
bis former wiſhes, that notwichſtznding the Chen 
ritable continuance of his former g intenti- 
ons he ſoon grew to be one of the richef men in 
all Fudes. CET | 

God neyer forſakes theſe chat will ra in him. 
He will cry them indeed whether they re in 
earneſt, 'and how far they will ventate to af in 
kim, dus be aſſured he never les ves mar in his ex- 
tremities, Unleſs he leaves his Cod firſt; (And 1 
have obſerved feveril inſtances of people that 
have been brought tothe very brink of yin and 
deſpair, who bave been — — and ſuddenly ad- 
vanced, to the amazement of all theit acquain- 
tance, by the imnediare hard of Alwmighty God. And 
if all good prople in eflictivs do nor find the ſame, 
"tis their duty to reſion themſelves op to the wiſe, 
but «neccountable ways of Providence. 

Now notwithſtanding all that has been ſaid, if 
any man will be ſo Varhurifable, 2s to think the 
F Current 
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Current of che Times ot late, and ingt my on 5. 
clinstiam and; real. gadgevetie;: indeed me te write 
theſe: things, I muſtibe re ap erivaint unνεναν 
in his eiae; for am ether Adguraeivns dan per! 
ſaade him zo eltet. l adn ve Wh tisfed, that 
every man who thinks narf NA, Has 2 4. 
turdl affectum for ſome and Relgiwiabove others,” as 
he has for ſome particalar fler; but if upbn ſober 
thoughts and familiar Convetſation he finds the 
Lady he dotes ton much upon to be eirher d Sr 
pes, or wtetchedly Paint, 10 u und cruel, 
eſpecially if all theſt 40g ether he is not to be 
blamed if sche recalls his ratrevapant paſſion ; and 
ſettles it rational ly:upon a part and unſported, a mild 
and innaent, and deſervedly % object. There's 
great variety of tempers in Men, and theſe diffe- 
tent tampers ma lee: Me Ul. incl ps tO as great 
variety in Refogdonsl :; Senta ke to . 4nd 


moroſe, Oxtheas are; led with an! artificial and 
with this. moſt. Men ate apt no: be infnard; till 
they find qut the Chest; ſome ate taken with /- 
cenſious encourag ements, and others (the feweſt of 
all) with an Tom nated truth. Now if among 
theſe , various, attractions an- inne well meaning 
Man happens: to be a while deluded, there's no fuch 
real wonder; but God's Grace and Providewce which 
over looks Man- kind, and watches inceſſantly for 
the good of us 40, is not like to paſs by long thoſe 
who ate in no worſe circumſtance than that. How 
do we know but that theſe many different Reli- 
gions are moſt agreeable to the great end of the cre- 
ation © 
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ation > When we cannot poſſibly ſee two faces 2 
like, no nor any two things exactly ſo in all re- 
ſpecs, muſt we fondly defire that all Nations in 
the World ſhould be of one and the ſame Opinion ? 
God ſays Hereſies ſhall come (and no doubt remain 
too) that the Faithful may the better be tried; 
and for that reaſon I ſhould rather ſuſpect 7:4 and 
Spain, where are no Diſſenters to try their Faith, than 
think that blind forc'd Unity makes ſo much for 'em. 
Chriſtian Goſpel liberty cannot avoid Diſſenters, the 
Enemy will ſow his Taresz but the 1zquifition gags 
the mouths of all who preſume toexamime any whys 
or wherefores. 

One thing I ſhall adjoyn, and ſo conclude: 
When firſt | rerwrifd to Church, God be thanked, 1 
can truly ſay , I never did any thing with more 
peace and aſſurance of mind, or with more inward com- 
fort to my ſoul, than that time at Church, which 
really to me is a moſt comfortable reflection as oft as it 
occurs. 

Now may Virtue and charity enereaſe among us 
all, and may the World grow more and more ſex- 
fible of the — and preſent benefit of a juſt, peace- 
able, and well-diſpeſed Life. Sir, I am, 


Your moſt Humble, 


and moſt Obedient Servant, 


W. H. 


